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Each morning Paula Alexander wakes up to a serene view of the Texas Hill Country 

before making her way to one of her favorite spaces in her house: the kitchen. 

Here, beneath soaring ceilings and surrounded by creamy walls and floors, 

she pours a cup of coffee and follows the early morning sunlight through 

the adjoined dining and great rooms where she settles by 

a crackling fire and allows the same familiar thought to sink in. 
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“I look around and cannot believe that 
we live in such a wonderful place,” she 
says of the sprawling Cordillera Ranch 
home she shares with her husband, Rod 
Alexander. 

A seamless collaboration between 
Damon Christofilis and Jason Hurt of 
Christofilis Custom Homes, architect 
Gustavo Arredondo, and interior de-
signer Barb Burger of Studio Domaine, 
the home is a dream-come-true for the 
Alexanders who relocated from the Texas 
Panhandle where they operated an oil-
field service company for 38 years. After 
selling the company and saying goodbye 
to all they knew, they decided to build 
their retirement home on the one-acre 
golf course lot in Cordillera Ranch they 
purchased as an investment a decade 
ago at the encouragement of their son-
in-law who also lives in the exclusive 
community with their daughter and two 
grandsons. Despite initial nerves, today 
they couldn’t be more pleased with their 

home, whether it’s just the two of them or when 
their two grown children and their families –– in-
cluding four energetic grandsons ranging in age 
from 3 to 12 –– are visiting. 

“Rod and I had never built a home before, only 
several remodels, and we were apprehensive,” says 
Paula. “We first met Damon back in 2006 when he 
came to see our recently-purchased lot, and at the 
time, we were still uncertain about developing it. In 
2016, when we decided to build, Damon reassured 
us that this would be a fun process and they would 
be there for us all along the way. Damon and Jason 
did exactly what they said.” 

The Alexanders say Christofilis’ views and 
thoughts about their property didn’t change at all 
from 2006 to 2016. One thing that did change was 
the couple’s style. 

“When we first met in the architect’s office, the 
Alexanders were convinced they wanted a true 
Old World look for their home –– heavy finishes, 
antiqued glazed walls, jewel tones,” recalls Burger, 
who witnessed the couple’s preferences migrate 
from Old World traditional to a more updated, 
contemporized style. “What was envisioned at 
those initial meetings was not where we ended up. 
She didn’t want anything heavy, anything overly 
decorated. She wanted things light and airy. Very 
functional, but a clean, bright environment.” 

The two-story, 6,600-square-foot, four-bedroom, 
four-and-a-half-bathroom home features a multipur-
pose game room and bar, study and an oasis-like 
outdoor living space. Working from the outside in 
to create a cohesive look and style, Burger edited 
the originally selected materials to better suit the 
couple’s true tastes. On the outside, a simple mix 
of neutral-toned Mesa sawn and rough cut lime-
stone, stucco and a four-color blend barrel tile roof 
creates texture and character while providing a 
seamless transition to the inside, defined by ivory 
walls, stonework and tumbled travertine floors set in 
a Versailles pattern. Moments break up the cream-
colored palette like the wide plank, brushed gray 
hickory wood flooring in the study and dining room. 
But overall, there’s a monochromatic theme of 
black, white and gray at play throughout the home. 
Other than a few pops of bright orange on the um-
brellas shading the pool furniture and the bedding 
in the grandkids’ bunk room –– a tribute to Okla-
homa State University –– Burger says there was an 
effort to keep everything in the home very neutral. 

To create the home’s light, clean and airy feel, 
the designer relied on fewer, higher impact items 
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–– and almost everything in the home, save a few 
reupholstered pieces, was bought new. For exam-
ple, two large étagères displaying carefully selected 
accessories serve as the focal points in the great 
room. Decorative light fixtures were selected for 
their size, clean lines and distinctive styles –– par-
ticularly in the study where a rustic, contemporary 
fixture creates a strong yet simple statement.

Because the Alexanders wanted to take full 
advantage of their spectacular Hill Country view, 
the house was designed in a U-shape, surrounding 
the pool with windows all around. Now, walking 
from their master bedroom to the game room at 
the opposite end of the house, they are graced 
with unending outdoor views. The spacious kitchen, 
featuring a barrel ceiling finished in brick that takes 
inspiration from the Mexican boveda-style ceil-
ings, is the heart of the home and maintains a fluid 
connection with the dining and great rooms. In the 
game room, a would-be man cave is reimagined 
with a clever layered application of golf art, memo-
rabilia and empty frames and a pop-up ceiling with 
metal panels finished in a copper patina.

“The game room and entertainment space is 
phenomenal,” says Christofilis. “It is the space that 
they want to take you to when you come into their 
home to uncork a bottle of wine and catch up. It is a 
really comfortable space to socialize.”

Attention to detail shows in well thought out 
spaces designed for multiple interests and func-
tions. For example, the Alexanders wanted a fun 
spot for sleepovers when their grandsons come 
to visit so there is a spacious bunk room upstairs 
featuring two sets of built-in bunk beds crafted with 
reclaimed barn wood. An outdoor oasis, designed 
by John Hackett of Dynamic Environments, unfolds 
off the back of the house where a covered outdoor 
kitchen, dining and lounge area surrounding a 
firepit leads down to an infinity-edge pool featuring 
a hot tub, waterfall, shallow deck and uninterrupted 
Hill Country views.    

In the end, the Alexanders say they couldn’t 
be more pleased with their home or the group of 
skilled professionals behind it who have all be-
come close friends in the process. 

“Choosing Damon to build our home was the 
best decision, because along with him, he sur-
rounded us with the very best team imaginable,” 
says Paula. “From start to finish the whole team has 
shown consideration, perfection, and true caring for 
mine and Rod’s vision. It instantly felt like home. It is 
everything we could ever have imagined.”
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CARRYING ON
After 17 years as Burdick & Christofilis, Ltd., 

a successful partnership that built more than 

100 homes in Cordillera Ranch, Art Burdick and 

Damon Christofilis discuss their past and future. 

HOW DID THE TWO OF YOU BECOME 

PARTNERS? 

DC: When Art first approached me in 2000 with 
a concept of forming a partnership, I was flattered 
because Burdick Custom Homes  always been the gold 
standard in home building. He wanted to marry our 
names and experience –– to combine his name and 
reputation and match it with my knowledge of the Hill 
Country. He had his reputation to consider so it was a 
little bit of a risk on his part compared to mine, but it’s 
turned out great. 
AB: Burdick Homes declined numerous opportuni-

ties to build in Cordillera Ranch in its early years solely 
due to the distance and logistics involved. When I met 
Damon and we formed a partnership, Damon moved 
to Cordillera Ranch to be constantly on site, which I 
believe is vital. 

SINCE FORMING IN OCTOBER OF 2000, 

BURDICK & CHRISTOFILIS HAS BUILT A 

SOLID AND RESPECTED REPUTATION IN 

CORDILLERA RANCH. WHAT WILL EACH OF 

YOU BE DOING MOVING FORWARD?

DC: We recently started Christofilis Custom Homes 
and we are in the process of opening our fifth model 
home in Cordillera Ranch. My wife and I choose to live 
in each model home for two to four years. It is a vehicle 
that serves two purposes –– styles and trends are con-
stantly changing and being in a fully living and breath-
ing furnished home helps people visualize what they 
could have and it helps me get to know them.
AB: Burdick Homes will carry forward the Burdick 

reputation for the next few decades. We anticipate 
building about 20 homes per year for the foreseeable 
future, which is our historical average. I will continue 
to refer people to Damon, but I have always said to 
choose a builder who is very active at Cordillera Ranch, 
and for that reason, I don’t anticipate Burdick Homes 
building there in the future. Damon has been a fantastic 
partner. I am very proud of the homes that he has built 
and the happy homeowners that he has. I know that he 
will have great success on his own, just as he has had 
with Burdick & Christofilis. 
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